When as Man's life, the light of human lust 
In socket of his early lanthorne burnes, 
That all this glory unto ashes must, 
And generation to corruption turnes; 
----------Then fond desires that onely feare their end, 
----------Doe vainely wish for life, but to amend... 
---------- -- Sonnet 87, Fulke Greville, Lord Brooke (1554-1628)

Founded in 1997, Unto Ashes are among the foremost purveyors of "blood-lit" music, by which they seek to explore the beautiful and terrible currents that weave themselves through our lives
Their highly original music is informed by Victorian mourning songs, Medieval dirges, Apocalyptic Folk, Black Metal, Spining and Harvest chants, and German Romantic sensibilities. Epic and exalted; claustrophobic and suffocating; vital and menacing; glorious and impenetrable: Unto Ashes is all - and none - of these
Unto Ashes utilize a unique combination of Appalachian dulcimers, Persian and African percussion, hurdy-gurdy, cello, French horn, acoustic and electric guitars, keyboards, tamboura, drones, and bombastic drums. Their signature vocals and vocal harmonies are simply exquisite, and have been ranked alongside the best "Heavenly Voices" ensembles. Their recordings and live performances are highly compelling; often hypnotic, always powerful
Unto Ashes are signed to Projekt Records (U.S.) and Pandaimonium Records (Germany). Unto Ashes have appeared on innumerable international compilation recordings
Partial Discography:

MOON oppose MOON, full-length CD (Projekt, 1999)
Saturn Return, full-length CD (Projekt, 2001)
Empty Into White, full-length CD (Projekt, 2003)
Grave Blessings, full-length CD (Projekt, 2005)
Unto Ashes have received widespread international press:
Gemany (Wolfzeit, Orkus, Sonic Seducer, Gothic, Black), Czechoslovakia (Majestia), Belgium (La Fête Triste), Italy (Deep Listenings), France (Trinity, Elegy, Le Vestibule), Russia (Russian Gothic Pages), England and America (Alternative Press, New York Times, The Sentimentalist, All Music Guide, Outburn, Exposé, Gothic Paradise, Fluxeuropa, Starvox.net, ink19.com, Gothic Beauty)
Unto Ashes are touring in Europe with Qntal in October, 2006: Germany, Austria, France, Belgium, The Netherlands
“Unto Ashes, a neo-Medieval dirge band...are primarily focused on the exploration of beauty and terror in the realms of shadow and loss. They utilize acoustic and synthetic instruments to produce a foreboding gloom-scape of trance and drone; many of their songs are hauntingly beautiful, a dark harvest of abandonment and failure… 
Unto Ashes do in fact perform authentic Medieval music as well, but generally do so in a threatening, almost menacing way...”

-- Carlos Dengler, Theatrumaethereum, 1998
References:

www.untoashes.com
www.myspace.com/untoashes
Record Labels:

www.projekt.com
www.pandaimonium.de
Fan Sites:

www.livejournal.com/community/___untoashes
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UntoAshes-L
Personnel:

Michael Laird (guitar, hurdy-gurdy, drums, percussion, Appalachian dulcimer, hammered dulcimer, tenor vocal)s

Natalia Lincoln (alto vocals, keyboards)

Mariko (soprano vocals, violin, percussion)

Curse (percussion – live performances)

Contact: 

Promo [at] untoashes [dot] com 

